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The Placemaking initiative will allow citizens to make extraordinary
Planning Department staff has worked with community groups,
improvements in their communities. It will provide an outlet for
neighborhood associations, and other governmental agencies
proactive and positive change. Public infrastructure can do only so
to assist all parties in creating a plan to turn ideas and dreams
much. As such, Placemaking is not just the act of
into a reality. This project
building or fixing up a space, but a process that
is
collaborative.
It
is The Placemaking initiative will allow citizens
fosters the creation of vital public destinations:
cooperative. And, it is forward to make extraordinary improvements in their
the kind of places where people feel a strong
looking. Midtown already has communities. It will provide an outlet for
stake in their communities and a commitment to
an identity; but what will proactive and positive change
making things better. Simply put, Placemaking
it be in the coming years?
capitalizes on a local community’s existing
assets, inspiration, and potential to ultimately create good public
spaces that promote people’s health, happiness, and well-being.
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Figure 1: City Commission-designated “Sense of Place” districts.

I

PKW
Y

ACTION PLAN

Parks

LEGEND

Audrey Robbins Pan Handlers Kitchen/ Midtown
Merchants Association
Chris Robinson Midtown Neighborhood Association

THO
MA
SVI
LLE
RD

10
ATE
RST
E
T
IN

LAKE BRADFORD RD

Tallahassee has several burgeoning districts that are easily
identified. In coordination with the Identify Tallahassee catalyst group
of the of the Knight Creative Communities Institute (KCCI), the City
Commission identified Creating a Sense of Place, or Placemaking, as
a top priority for several areas of the community, including Midtown.

The future vision for Midtown is steered by strong citizen input, and has
been refined and molded by an active and engaged Working Group:
CAPI

The concept of place is abstract. It is difficult to describe, and yet
you know it when you are there. An area with a “sense of place”
usually includes retail shops and places of employment, plenty of
people on the move or stopping to chat, a public park or square, and
possibly organized events or activities. But, a place is more than a
sum of its parts, and typically has a shared character or identity.
While no place is like any other, one common element runs through
each - its people! No one knows more about a place than the people
who live there, experience it every day, and make it their own.
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Figure 11: Pedestrians view Midtown’s speedy one-way streets as barriers.
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If location is key, then Midtown is perfectly situated in the middle
of it all, with downtown Tallahassee a few blocks south, wonderful
neighborhoods within walking distance, and a well-connected
transportation network. As one heads north from downtown,
Midtown generally begins at the intersection of Monroe Street
and Thomasville Road. The Monroe Street and Thomasville Road
corridors, along with 7th Avenue, create a triangular area that is
the heart of Midtown. North of the heart are two smaller pockets
of activity; Lake Ella on the west and the shopping centers near
Betton Road to the east. Monroe Street, Thomasville Road-South,
Lake Ella, and Thomasville Road-North form subtle sub-districts
within Midtown, each with its own character. Adjacent to this
commercial core are several stable neighborhoods, including
Midtown, Los Robles, Lafayette Park, and Levy Park (or Midtown
West), with Betton Hills, Glenview, and Glendale in close proximity.
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Figure 2: The Midtown commercial core.
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HISTORY

...local investment has reinvented the area,
essentially creating “Midtown” by opening new
businesses, repurposing vacant structures, and
EXLOGLQJQHZLQÀOOSURMHFWV

to

Midtown

Midtown is also home to well-known Tallahassee landmarks, such
as the Los Robles gates to one of Tallahassee’s first suburban
neighborhoods, the city’s first shopping center at Capital Plaza,
and of course, Lake Ella, which has been a recreational destination
for decades. Before it could be Midtown, when the area was on
Tallahassee’s periphery, it was developed as a suburban corridor,
with large retailers, shopping centers, and the occasional drivethru restaurant. Recently, local investment has reinvented the
area, essentially creating “Midtown” by opening new businesses,
repurposing vacant structures, and building new infill projects.
Today, the area has become a mixed-use, urban neighborhood where
one can live, work, learn, and play within several blocks of home!

Figure 3: Historic scenes, recent transformation, and area landmarks.
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Community

Assets

MIDTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION + NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS
A fresh, energetic Midtown Merchants Association (MMA) and active,
well-organized neighborhood associations are building a strong
community in and around the district. Throughout the Placemaking
efforts, members of the following associations participated:
0LGWRZQ0HUFKDQWV$VVRFLDWLRQ
/DID\HWWH3DUN
/RV5REOHV
0LGWRZQDQG
/HY\3DUN 0LGWRZQ:HVW

While each association has a different character and set
of priorities, all are striving to make Midtown all it can be.

URBAN FORM + TRANSPORTATION
Midtown’s historic urban form is one of its strengths. Citizens
recognize Midtown is a walkable district, where one can easily venture
from home to school to park to dinner at a local restaurant, all on
foot or bicycle. This attribute is made possible by several elements.
6PDOOHUEORFNV²7KLVDUUDQJHPHQWSURYLGHVVKRUWHUURXWHVWR
numerous destinations, the feeling of continuous progress,
and greater visual interest.
6WUHHWJULG²,QWHUFRQQHFWHGVWUHHWVRIIHUPXOWLSOHURXWHV
to a destination. And, for those cyclists that prefer to avoid
busy thoroughfares, the grid provides parallel routes that are
peaceful and easy to navigate.
+XPDQVFDOH²:LWKWKHREYLRXVH[FHSWLRQRI0RQURH6WUHHW
roadways remain two-lanes and are typically enclosed by
large trees and welcoming shop fronts and office windows,
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all of which ensures pedestrians are
accommodated and feel safe.

that offer windows for people watching,
The building types in Midtown support window shopping, and increased security.
the growing walking culture by opening Security is improved in walkable, urban areas
Additionally, the central location presents
onto the street, providing a sense of
because there are more “eyes on the street,”
the district with access to numerous
enclosure, and a mixture of uses.
from either fellow pedestrians or those in
StarMetro routes.
The headways are
close proximity indoors. Midtown’s mature
relatively short due to the number of routes passing through, and
tree canopy offers respite from the heat in many places, but
each route provides quick access to each corner of Tallahassee.
there is room for improvement. An expanded tree canopy will
The building types in Midtown support the growing walking culture
improve pedestrian comfort during Tallahassee’s long summer.
by opening onto the street, providing a sense of enclosure, and
a mixture of uses. Many local buildings have been renovated
and repurposed, largely creating small rentable spaces for local
businesses. Recent infill projects have mimicked the historic
development style, rather than taking a suburban character. Both
the historic structures and new infill projects are creating streets
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Community

Assets
PUBLIC SPACES

When thinking of “public space,” many minds drift to city parks,
the local baseball diamond, or downtown’s Kleman Plaza,
but there are many forms of public and semi-public spaces
that make Midtown friendly to local residents, including:


3XEOLFVWUHHWV



/DQGVFDSHGPHGLDQVVXFKDVDORQJ'XYDO6WUHHW



/DUJHUFRPPXQLW\SDUNVDQG



8UEDQSOD]DVRUVTXDUHV

First among these are public streets. The road network in the area
is interconnected, which provides multiple routes to a destination,
thereby preserving smaller scaled roadways. Narrower streets are
generally more pedestrian friendly, as they are human scaled. In
the case of Midtown, many merchants are opening to the street,

offering al fresco dining and exhibiting wares in display windows, thus
creating a friendly, safe, and interesting public space on the sidewalk.

streets, more users increase security for all users, thus the
impetus to make these public spaces desirable and attractive.

Exhibiting a traditional development approach, each neighborhood
surrounding Midtown has a local park. These parks are community
meeting places, places to exercise, or a green oasis in urban
areas. The Los Robles gate and the intersecting medians at 7th
Avenue and Duval Street are landmarks, each delineating edges
of neighborhoods, while also providing green public space. There
are also remnant pieces of public property that can be redesigned
and put to a better use. Several exist in Midtown, and each offers
an opportunity for landscaping, community gardens, welcoming
signage, or some other public use. Ensuring public spaces are
welcoming and well used will ensure they are safe. As with public

MIXTURE OF USES
As with the public spaces, Midtown has existing assets and
accessible to numerous households. Citizens are able to “age in
opportunities for improvement. First, nearly
place,” meaning the young single in a studio
ones’ entire commercial needs exist in the To be celebrated and supported is the apartment, the family with children, and
district, including grocery and farmer’s fact that so many of these businesses the senior can all find a niche in Midtown.
markets, clothiers, bicycle shops, and are local businesses.
To the benefit of Midtown businesses,
professional and medical services. There are
pedestrian activity is typically heavier in
numerous restaurant and entertainment options. To be celebrated
urban, mixed use neighborhoods such as Midtown, and new housing
and supported is the fact that so many of these businesses are
and other mixed-use structures will build upon current momentum.
local businesses. Recreation outlets abound in the form of natural
parks with trails, gymnasiums, dance and yoga studios, and
athletic fields or courts. Additionally, there are a variety of housing
types, meaning that the neighborhoods surrounding Midtown are
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MONROE ST.

5TH AVENUE

Figure 4: Elements like banners, lighting, large planters signal Midtown gateways.
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CALHOUN ST.
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In 2009, the Identify Tallahassee catalyst group of the Knight
Creative Communities Institute (KCCI) approached the Florida
A+M University School of Architecture. The request was to turn
attention to the Thomasville Road corridor from Monroe Street
northward to 7th Avenue. A Landscape Architecture studio course
conducted an extensive study of the area, learning the priorities
of citizens and local business owners through surveys and public
meetings. Eight different proposals were presented to the Midtown
Merchants Association and City staff members. All met positive
and energetic reviews. While only conceptual, the proposals
grabbed the attention of the community, spurring interest in
making positive changes and determining what the next step
should be. With a newly revived merchants association, there
was already growing energy in the area; the proposals further
energized locals. With the great work of the FAMU landscape
architect students, the catalyst role of KCCI had been successful.

t h e

Fut u r e

activity in Midtown, the CRTPA was interested in improving
pedestrian safety to make the area truly pedestrian friendly. In
order to understand the needs and concerns of the community,
several public meetings were held at the Senior Center. The FSU
project analyzed crash data, complicated intersection movements,
and block lengths that forced unsafe jaywalking, among other
variables, and then made recommendations for improving the
corridor for all users. Again, the energy expressed by participants
revealed there was a desire for something different in Midtown.

Along the Monroe Street corridor within Midtown, a similar effort
was undertaken by the Florida State University (FSU) Department
of Urban and Regional Planning during the summer of 2010.
Recognizing the changing land use patterns and growth in pedestrian

6
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for

On September 28, 2010, a Community Workshop was held to kickoff the Midtown Placemaking planning efforts. As a means to initiate
discussion, Planning Department staff presented numerous ideas
and concepts to support Midtown as it grows. These examples came
from other cities across the nation and from the FAMU Landscape
Architecture design studio and the FSU Department of Urban
and Regional Planning study. After the presentation, participants
broke out into smaller groups to discuss their ideas for Midtown.

t h e

Fut u r e

/DVWO\WKHORFDOEXVLQHVVHVPDNH0LGWRZQDUWLVWLFDQGKLSDV
manifested in the recent openings of designer clothes retailers
and live music venues.
Each of these four themes is existing strengths that lay a foundation
for the future vision. These broad themes need action to come to
fruition. Since the community workshop, the volunteer Working
Group has honed those themes and crafted the following goals.

:KDWDUHWKHVWUHQJWKVDQGZHDNQHVVHVRIRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRU
and threats affecting Midtown?
:KDWDUH\RXUIDYRULWHWKLQJVWRGRLQWKHDUHD"
:KDWZRXOG\RXFKDQJH"
:KDWVKRXOGEHH[SDQGHGRULPSURYHG"
$QGSHUKDSVPRVWLPSRUWDQWO\ZKDWVKRXOG0LGWRZQEHLQ
2030? What is your vision for the future?
With over 200 ideas for new infrastructure projects and community
activities, disparate views were expected. Instead, several clear
themes came into focus.
)LUVWQRRQHZDVVXUHZKHUH0LGWRZQEHJDQRUHQGHG7KDW

GOALS
Activities, Events, and Community
1. Create a Midtown brand that will help form a visual edge for the district.
2. Promote the arts and culture through Murals, Music, Fashion, History, and Cuisine.
3. Relieve parking complications and nuisances.
4. Identify ways to support local business!

Infrastructure, Amenities and Urban Form
5. Support urban infill and mixed use buildings for live, work and play.

needed to be corrected.
1H[WDOOWKHJURXSVUHFRJQL]HGWKH´ZDONDEOHµQDWXUHRIWKH
community as an asset to be strengthened and improved upon.
7KLUGO\WKHORFDOEXVLQHVVRIIHULQJVPL[WXUHRIXVHVDQG
building types make walking enjoyable and should be replicated.
However, parking can be a nuisance.

ACTION PLAN

6. Create a walkable and bikable community.
7. Reclaim or create new public spaces.

8. Improve traffic safety for all users.

7

W 4TH AVE

W 7TH AVE

W 8TH AVE

W BREVARD ST

W 1ST AVE

Frenchtown

W 9TH AVE

DELLWOOD DR

HOLLYWOOD DR

E 3RD AVE

SIDEWALKS
PARKS/GREENSPACE

TRAIL CONNECTIONS
STREET SCAPE

N DUVAL ST

STARMETRO STOPS

LEGION ST

BICYCLE ROUTES/CONNECTIONS

N MONROE ST

LIGHTING FIXTURES

N MERIDIAN RD

PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS

CRISTOBAL DR

PARK/PLAZA/PUBLIC SPACE

ST

ST

N MERIDIAN ST

CROSSWALK STAMPING

E BREVARD ST

MCDANIEL ST

JOH
NST
ON

MS

LIA

OFFICER PONCE WAY
WIL

E5
TH
AVE

ST

ISABEL CT

TRAFFIC CALMING

E BREVARD ST

E 1ST AVE

E 4TH AVE

GREENWOOD DR

E 5TH AVE

ON

ERS

AND

DR
FE
RN
AN
DO

BAY DR

Lake Ella

R
G

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

W 1ST AVE

E 3RD AVE

W 5TH AVE

W 6TH AVE

Midtown
West

E 8TH AVE

LEGION ST

ST

Los Robles

Z

RT
E

CO

ST

FERNANDO DR

RD

Midtown

E

COLLINS DR

TRUETT DR

WILSON AVE

Lafayette Park

C

N

PO

TH

DESOTO ST

LL

E

LAKE ELLA DR

N

OM

E THARPE ST

ST
GA
DS
DE
N
CHERRY ST

ST
E

AS

VI

TEMPLE DR

AP
CHERRY ST

VE
HA

ACTION PLAN

LEGEND

N M L KING JR BLVD

GILCHRIST ST

W THARPE ST

MARTIN ST

0T
W1

N BRONOUGH ST

N ADAMS ST

N ADAMS ST

COLONIAL DR
WASHINGTON ST

BEARD ST

E 9TH AVE

W FOREST DR
E 9TH AVE

E 6TH AVE

REALIGNED
ROADWAY

GLENVIEW DR

PINE ST

E
KE
SU

PAYNE ST

RD

E BREVARD ST

MI

INGLESIDE AVE

O
CC

HUNTER ST

HARPER ST

GWEN ST

Glendale

ST
HEA
TRE

Glenview
Pinegrove

HARBERT ST

BRADFORD RD

PINE ST

FOREST DR

N CALHOUN ST

TERRACE ST

ELT
SSE

SHELL ST

ES
OD
RH

AY
W

VE
AA

AHA

ID

TALL

OR
HILLCREST ST

FL

TALAFLO ST

LAUREL ST

CRESTVIE

W AVE

MITCHELL AVE
LUCY ST

E 7TH AVE

ANNE ST

Figure 5: Midtown Vision Plan.

Figure 6: Midtown branding elements
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ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, AND COMMUNITY
Goal 1: Create a Midtown brand that will help form a visual edge for the district.
Project Idea
Marketing/PR efforts for Midtown

Implementation Partners
MMA, NA, EDC, LOT

Timeframe
Short-term

Estimated Expense
Low

Brand Midtown: Create branding elements, such as
&RORUHGSODQWHUV
'LVWLQFWLYHEDQQHUVVLJQVRQXWLOLW\SROHV
6WUHHWVLJQGHVLJQXQLTXHWRQHLJKERUKRRG
:D\VWRGHVLJQDWHJDWHZD\V
'LVWULFWVORJDQRU
8QLTXHVWUHHWIXUQLWXUH OLJKWVEHQFKHVHWF

MMA, NA, FSU Master Craftsman
Studio

Short-term

Medium
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ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, AND COMMUNITY
Goal 2: Promote the arts and culture through Murals, Music, Fashion, History, and Cuisine.
Project Idea
Mural program to fill blank walls:
2SHQJUDIILWLZDOO
&RPPXQLW\ZRUNGD\WRSDLQWPXUDO
$UWLVWFRPSHWLWLRQWRGHFLGHGHVLJQ
Work to protect remaining historic resources and structures
(inventory, analysis, advertise grant programs).
Create an outdoor music series, possibly working through the
FSU & FAMU music departments.
Promote local arts and culture in any/all ways and genres/media
0LGWRZQ-D]])HVWLYDO
&UHDWHD)DVKLRQ'LVWULFWIRUUHWDLOIRFXV
5HVHDUFKDQGFHOHEUDWHKLVWRU\

12

Implementation Partners
MMA, NA, COCA, FSU &
FAMU Art Depts.,

Timeframe
Short-term

Estimated Expense
Low

MMA, NA, TTHP

Mid-term

Low

FSU & FAMU Music Dept., MMA, KCCI

Mid-term

Low

MMA, PRNA, FSU & FAMU music
depts., LOT, NA, TTHP, FSU &
FAMU History depts.

Mid-term

Medium

ACTION PLAN

Figure 7: Pedestrians share space within parked cars, creating an unsafe situation on Monroe Street.
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ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, AND COMMUNITY
Goal 3: Relieve parking complications and nuisances.
Project Idea
Conduct parking inventory of available public and private
parking spaces.
Conduct legal analysis of private parking issues and possibility of
City assuming blanket liability.
Create Strategic parking plan to promote a “park once” mentality.

14

Implementation Partners
MMA, PLNG, PW

Timeframe
Short-term

Estimated Expense
Low

MMA, PLNG, CAO

Short-term

Low

MMA, PLNG, PW

Mid-term

Low
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ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, AND COMMUNITY
Goal 4: Identify ways to support local business!
Project Idea
Preserve the organic personality Midtown has today, possibly with
an “ombudsman.”
Keep local business strong. Chains stores & restaurants are seen
as a threat.
Formalize and enlarge the Midtown Merchants Association
&RQQHFWZLWKPDMRUHQWLWLHVLQWKHDUHD LH70+
&RRUGLQDWHZLWK&5$WRPD[LPL]HLQYHVWPHQWV
Create community events that celebrate local business and area
residents:
'RZQWRZQ*HW'RZQW\SHHYHQWLQ0LGWRZQ
WK$YHQXHEORFNSDUW\IRUQHLJKERUKRRGVYHQGRUVHWF
)RRG)HVWLYDO²$7DVWHRI0LGWRZQ9HQG\&RQIHUHQFH
(VWDEOLVKPRELOHIRRGYHQGRUPHUFKDQWVDUHD
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Implementation Partners
MMA, PLNG, GM

Timeframe
Short-term

Estimated Expense
Low

MMA, LOT, PLNG

Short-term

Low

MMA, TMH, CRA, PLNG

Short-term

Low

MMA, TPD, PLNG, CAO

Short-term

Medium

ACTION PLAN

Figure 8: Redevelopment and investment breathes life into formerly empty buildings.
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INFRASTRUCTURE, AMENITIES AND URBAN FORM
Goal 5: Support urban infill and mixed use buildings for live, work and play.
Project Idea
Promote redevelopment and new mixed-use buildings that are
pedestrian friendly.
Promote conversions of empty buildings or underutilized
properties to new businesses, possibly through financial or tax
incentives, code enforcement, etc.
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Implementation Partners
MMA, PLNG, GM, COC, CC

Timeframe
Short-term

Estimated Expense
Low

MMA, COC, ECD, EDC

Mid-term

Medium

ACTION PLAN

Figure 9: Pedestrian-friendly vision of Monroe Street.
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INFRASTRUCTURE, AMENITIES AND URBAN FORM
Goal 6: Create a walkable and bikable community.
Project Idea
Pedestrian
Institute a “walking school bus program” for neighborhood
children.
Evaluate the creation of direct, off-road pedestrian connections
through publicly owned property.
Mark crosswalks at major intersections with pavers or stamped
brick.
Prioritize sidewalk connections between major attractors.
Fill in missing sidewalk segments, currently lack connections
between activities.
Remove sidewalk obstructions and improve handicap
accessibility – curb ramps, obstructions, width, etc.
Raise awareness of pedestrians at all intersections.
Provide strategic connections from and through surrounding
neighborhoods to the Midtown business centers.
Clearly mark crosswalks at major intersections with pavers or
stamped brick.
Improve ped crossing from Lake Ella destination to west side of
Monroe St.
Improve of E-W pedestrian connectivity in all areas of Midtown,
from Bradford to 3rd Ave.
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Implementation Partners

Timeframe

Estimated Expense

PLNG, NA, LCS

Short-term

Low

PLNG, PW, UTIL, NA

Short-Term

Low

MMA, PW, PLNG

Short-Term

Medium

PLNG, PW
PW, FDOT, CRTPA

Mid-Term
Mid-term

Low
Medium

PW, UTIL PW, FDOT, CRTPA

Mid-term

Medium

PW, PLNG, CRTPA, FDOT
PW, PLNG

Mid-term
Mid-term

Medium

MMA, PW, PLNG

Short-term

Medium

CRTPA, FDOT, PW

Mid-term

High

PW, NA

Mid-term

High

ACTION PLAN

ACTION PLAN
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V i s i o n

for

t h e

Fut u r e

INFRASTRUCTURE, AMENITIES AND URBAN FORM
Goal 6: Create a walkable and bikable community. continued...
Project Idea
Bicycle
Provide bike racks/lockers at bus stops to promote “ride+ride”
commuter options.
Coordinate a small Ciclovia to promote bicycle usage on area
streets.
Conduct bicycle-oriented study to determine appropriate N-S and
E-W “bicycle boulevard” routes or lane markings.
Streetscape and Landscaping
Conduct a lighting study to ensure all areas are safe for
pedestrian travel at night.
Evaluate stormwater drainage issues to ease auto and
pedestrian travel.
Create streetscape plan for Monroe Street, ideally to
include medians, street trees, and other pedestrian-friendly
improvements. (see pages 8 & 9)
Create streetscape plan for Thomasville Rd. from 3rd to Betton/
Bradford Roads, ideally to include medians, street trees, and
other pedestrian-friendly improvements..
Other
Master plan the area to take a proactive approach to route &
destination planning & design
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Implementation Partners

Timeframe

Estimated Expense

SM, PLNG

Short-term

Low

PRNA, TPD, PLNG, CCC, MMA, NA

Short-term

Low

FDOT, CRTPA, PW, PLNG

Mid-term

Low

MMA, PLNG, UTIL

Mid-term

Low

FDOT, PW, UTIL

Mid-term

Low

FDOT, CRTPA, PW, NA, WCOT, PLNG

Mid-term

High

FDOT, CRTPA, PW, NA, WCOT, PLNG

Mid-term

High

PLNG, PW, MMA, NA

Mid-term

High

ACTION PLAN

Figure 10: Future vision of 5th Avenue – flexible space for weekday traffic and weekend activities.
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t h e
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INFRASTRUCTURE, AMENITIES AND URBAN FORM
Goal 7: Reclaim or Create new public spaces.
Project Idea
Conduct community outreach effort to determine public’s desire
for additional programming in the parks; such as
2XWGRRUWKHDWUH 0RYLHQLJKWLQWKHSDUN 
1DWXUHFHQWHUERWDQLFDOJDUGHQ
6SHFLHVLGHQWLILFDWLRQVLJQDJHRQWUDLOV
3LFQLFJULOOLQJDUHDV
&RPPXQLW\JDUGHQLQJSORWVRU
/H0R\QHFROODERUDWLRQRQDUWHGXFDWLRQ
Evaluate private concessionaire possibilities: Lake Ella paddle
boat rentals or roller blades.
Promote outdoor business activities, such as al fresco dining,
sidewalk sales, or business expansions toward the street.
Design and develop small urban spaces, such as squares or plazas.
WK$YHQXHIOH[LEOHVKDUHGVSDFH
'HVLJQIRUWK'XYDO%URQRXJKSDUFHO
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Implementation Partners

Timeframe

Estimated Expense

PRNA, NA, IFAS, MMA

Mid-term

Low

MMA, PRNA

Mid-term

Low

MMA

Mid-term

Low

PW, PRNA, PLNG, CRA MMA, NA

Mid-term

High

ACTION PLAN

Figure 11: Pedestrians view Midtown’s speedy one-way streets as barriers.

ACTION PLAN

V i s i o n

for

t h e

Fut u r e

INFRASTRUCTURE, AMENITIES AND URBAN FORM
Goal 8: Improve traffic safety for all users.
Project Idea
Increase traffic enforcement, especially on one-way pairs and cut
through commuters.
Pedestrian safety campaign needed
3XEOLFVHUYLFHDQQRXQFHPHQWDERXWELNHSHGVDIHW\
6ORZHUWUDYHOLQQHLJKERUKRRGV LH´LV3OHQW\µ
Conduct traffic calming study of surrounding neighborhoods.
Conduct operational study to improve traffic flow, pedestrian
safety, and bicycle mobility at the “5 Points” intersection (7th/
Meridian/ Thomasville/ Gadsden).
Conduct operational study for Thomasville Road realignments to
accommodate on-street parking along between Calhoun and 7th
Avenue and from Grape to Betton.
Conduct operational study to evaluate traffic safety, speeds,
and possible calming on area one-way pairs (6th/7th, Gadsden/
Calhoun, and Bronough/ Duval).
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Implementation Partners
TPD, WCOT

Timeframe
Short-term

Estimated Expense
Low

WCOT, PLNG, MMA, NA

Short-term

Low

PW, PLNG
PW, FDOT, CRTPA, PLNG

Mid-term
Mid-term

Medium
High

FDOT, PW, PLNG

Mid-term

High

PW, PLNG, County PW, FDOT

Mid-term

High

ACTION PLAN

ACTION PLAN

V i s i o n

for

t h e

Fut u r e

Additional Action Items
Project Idea
Minimize impacts on area neighborhoods from noise, overflow
parking, etc.
Improve area aesthetics!
:RUNDUHDEXVLQHVVRZQHUVWRLPSURYHDSSHDUDQFH
2UJDQL]HVWUHHWFOHDQXSV¶$GRSWD5RDG·
&RRUGLQDWHZLWKEXVLQHVVHVRQVLJQDJHLVVXHV
Evaluate potential for private transit venture to create night-time
circulator that utilizes area “park+ride” lots.
Create landscape education campaign to promote native
landscaping and/or xeriscaping

Implementation Partners
MMA, NA, GM, CAO, PLNG,

Timeframe
Mid-term

Estimated Expense
Low

MMA, ECD, UTIL, KTLB

Mid-term

Low

MMA, SM

Mid-term

Low

IFAS, MMA, NA, PLNG

Mid-term

Low

LEGEND
Timeframe
Short-term:
Mid-term:
Long-term:

< 1 year
1-3 years
> 3 years

Estimated Expense
Low:
Medium:
High:

< $10,000
> $10,000 < $100,000
> $100,000
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Next

Steps

STAYING THE COURSE ~ PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ACTIVITIES
The Action Plan is organized into eight goals under two categories,
Activities, Events, and Community and Infrastructure, Amenities and
Urban Form. While coordination and cooperation between public
and private entities will be necessary throughout implementation of
the Action Plan, the former category is generally the responsibility of
the community, and public agencies take responsibility for the latter.
Success will be achieved only through continued effort by all the involved
parties: neighborhood associations, Midtown Merchants Association,
governmental agencies, local schools, and other community groups.

FUTURE UPDATES ~ MAKING PROGRESS
The Midtown Working Group and potential volunteer committees will
continue to meet every six months to ensure Action Plan implementation. These meetings will allow for continued exchange of ideas,
provide organizational opportunities, and offer status reports on
previously assigned projects. Biannual coordination meetings will
be scheduled in August 2010 and February 2011. Additional meetings of the Working Group will be convened as necessary to focus
on specific projects. Lastly, as new events and projects progress,
the City Commission will also receive updates.

ACTION PLAN
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Appendix
A P P E N D I X A : F R E Q U E N T LY U S E D AC RO N Y M S
BCC
CAO
CC
CCC
COC
COCA
CRA
CRTPA
ECD
EDC
EPER
FAMU SOA
FSU DURP
GM
IFAS
KCCI
KTLB

Leon County Board of County Commissioners
City Attorney’s Office
Tallahassee City Commission
Capital City Cyclists
Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce
Council on Culture and Arts for Tallahassee/Leon County
Community Redevelopment Agency (Frenchtown/Southside)
Capital Region Transportation Planning Agency
City Economic and Community Development Department (includes Code Enforcement Division)
Tallahassee-Leon County Economic Development Council
City Environmental Policy and Energy Resources Department
FAMU School of Architecture
FSU Department of Urban and Regional Planning
City Growth Management Department
UF/County Extension Center
Knight Creative Class Initiative catalyst group
Keep Tallahassee-Leon County Beautiful
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LCS
LOT
MMA
NA
PLNG
PM
PRNA
PW
SM
TMH
TPD
TTHP
UTIL
VT

Leon County Schools
Locally Owned Tallahassee
Midtown Merchants Association
Neighborhood Associations
Tallahassee-Leon County Planning Department
Property Management Division of City Administration
City Parks, Recreation, and Neighborhood Affairs Department
City Public Works Department
StarMetro transit provider
Tallahassee Memorial Hospital
Tallahassee Police Department
Tallahassee Trust for Historic Preservation
City various utilities, Electric, Gas, Solid Waste, Stormwater, etc.
Visit Tallahassee/Tourist Development Council

WCOT

City’s Television station, Communication Department

ACTION PLAN

Appendix
APPENDIX B: PUBLIC COMMENTS, COMMUNIT Y WORKSHOP – 9.28.10
The citizen comments gathered during public workshops directed the tasks included in the Midtown Action Plan. While the action plan is
general in nature, the comments contained in the appendices will be used to direct future priority setting and infrastructure investments.

M ARKETING / PR

Branding
&UHDWHD)DVKLRQ'LVWULFWIRFXVLQJUHWDLODFWLYLW\DURXQGWKDWIRFXV
6ORJDQ´0LGWRZQ«DZDONDEOHZDONLQJFRPPXQLW\µ
'HYHORSEUDQGLQJHOHPHQWOLNHFRORUHGSODQWHUVWRVWDWH
boundary of district
8QGHÀQHGDUHDZKDWDUHERXQGDULHV,GHQWLI\0LGWRZQ²FOHDU
boundaries and branding
%UDQGLQJVLJQVJDWHZD\EDQQHUVPDUNHWLQJ35HIIRUWV

PA R TN ER SHI PS

&RQQHFWLQJ &RRUGLQDWLQJZLWK70+²UHFRJQL]HHFRQRPLF
GHYHORSPHQWEHQHÀWV MRESURPRWLRQ RIPDNLQJ0LGWRZQDQ
attractor to doctor/residents being recruited to area.
1HHGDQRPEXGVPDQIRUDUHDWRHQVXUHLWNHHSVWKH´FKDUPµ
&RPPXQLW\JDUGHQLQJHIIRUWVLQWKHFLW\SDUNV²&LW\3DUNV 5HF
Damayan, Man in Overalls
/LWWHULQJDQGODFNRIFROOHFWLRQ  ².HHS7/&%HDXWLIXO

OUTREACH

3URPRWHXVHRIRQVWUHHWSDUDOOHOSDUNLQJDQGZDON/DFNRI
parking hurts businesses, or people just know where it is located,
Create map of on-street parking in area
3URPRWHWKHDUWVLQDQ\DOOZD\VDQGJHQUHVPHGLD
3UHVHUYHWKHRUJDQLFSHUVRQDOLW\0LGWRZQKDVWRGD\
(QFRXUDJHQDWLYHODQGVFDSLQJDQGRU[HULVFDSLQJ²0DVWHU
gardeners, City Water Dept.

ACTIVITIES/ EVENT S

3URJUDPPHGDFWLYLWLHVDW/DNH(OOD
o Roller skate rental,
o Close road around lake for free play (like a small Ciclovia!)
o Paddle boat rentals
o Establish mobile food vendor/merchants area – possibly
small parking area at Lake Ella

ACTION PLAN

3URJUDPPHGDFWLYLWLHVDW/DID\HWWH3DUN
o Walk-in movie theater; Movie night in the park, using
topography as amphitheater
o Work with FSU & FAMU music departments to have music;
need permanent outdoor venue
o Lafayette Park Art education (2), possible LeMoyne
collaboration
R %RWDQLFDOJDUGHQLQ/DID\HWWH3DUNRUVSHFLHVLGHQWLÀFDWLRQ
along paths in all area parks
'RZQWRZQ*HW'RZQW\SHHYHQWLQ0LGWRZQDIWHUSDUW\RQFH
GetDown ends
WK$YHQXHEORFNSDUW\ZLWKOLYHEDQGEHWZHHQ7KRPDVYLOOH 
Monroe or next to Whataburger
)RRG)HVWLYDO²$7DVWHRI0LGWRZQ9HQG\&RQIHUHQFH
0LGWRZQ-D]])HVWLYDO²LQWKHSDUNQXPHURXVYHQXHVLQWKH
area, block streets?
0XUDOSURJUDPWRÀOOEODQNZDOOVRSHQJUDIÀWLZDOO²FRPPXQLW\
work day to paint mural
5HVHDUFKKLVWRU\DQGFHOHEUDWHLQVRPHZD\
6WUHHWIDLU6SHFLDOHYHQWV

PRIVATE AMENITIES

0LVWHUVDWLQWHUVHFWLRQV²SHGHVWULDQDFWLYDWHG
%XVLQHVVRZQHUVSXWRXWGRJERZOVIRUGRJZDONLQJSDWURQV
5HFRJQL]HWKDWWKHDUHDLV´GRJIULHQGO\µ
%XLOGPL[HGXVHEXLOGLQJVIRUOLYLQJDQGZRUNLQJ
,QFUHDVHGHQVLWLHVIRUPRUHKRXVLQJ
3UHVHUYHWKH´ROGPLONURXWHµRQ0F'DQLHO6WUHHWDVDQKLVWRULF
feature and bike/ped path
(QWUDQFHJDWHZD\VLJQDJH
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MMA O RGAN IZ ATIO N AL E FFO R T S/
B USIN ESS ID EAS

&KHDSDQGHDV\WUDQVSRUWGXULQJZHHNHQGHYHQLQJV
o Vintage car rental, different sponsors based on era and
business interest
R ´*RWFKDµFDUULFNVKDZVKXWWOHHWFQHHGQRQGULYLQJ
modes, business opportunity exists
1HZSDUNDW'XYDOWK%URQRXJK²SRFNHWSDUNZLWKVHDWLQJ
simple paths – Community work days?
&RQYHUW$OEHUWVRQ·VLQWRDODUJHIDUPHUVPDUNHWZLWKPXOWLSOH
stalls/vendors; open air market
+LVWRULFDOPDUNHUVLQ\DUGVRI/DID\HWWH3DUNKRPHV
1HHGDEDNHU\

C O D E O R P O LIC Y R EVISIONS /
P LAN N IN G S TUDY

$YDLODEOHSDUNLQJLVDEXQGDQWEXWQRWDYDLODEOHEFSURSHUW\
owners tow, City should try to lift liability for property owners so
they don’t tow nighttime parkers
6WUDWHJLFSDUNLQJSODQWRSURPRWHD´SDUNRQFHµPHQWDOLW\DQG
walking from place to place.
$XWRIRFXVVWLOODSSDUHQWLQDUHDQHHGVSHGHVWULDQRULHQWDWLRQ
3URPRWHXUEDQGHVLJQVWDQGDUGVIRUWKHGHÀQHGGLVWULFW
Architectural standards/design guidelines to maintain walkable
scale
+LJKWUDIÀFYROXPHVIURPRXWVLGHDUHD
'DQJHURXVLQWHUVHFWLRQVIRUSHGVDQGGULYHUV3HGHVWULDQ
inaccessibility/un-friendliness
%LOOERDUGVDUHXQVLJKWO\  /DFNRIFRQVLVWHQWVLJQDJH
(VWDEOLVKPRELOHIRRGYHQGRUPHUFKDQWVDUHD²FKDQJHVWR
temporary vendor regs?
3URYLGHLQFHQWLYHVIRU/(('FHUWLÀFDWLRQ 
0XUDOVDVSDUWRIEXVLQHVVPDUNHWLQJEXWVLJQFRGHOLPLWV

Appendix
advertising to arts focus in OK
&UHDWHZDONLQJPDS LQFOXGHPDNHPLGEORFNFURVVLQJV
3URPRWHXVHRIRQVWUHHWSDUDOOHOSDUNLQJDQGZDON
/DFNRISDUNLQJKXUWVEXVLQHVVHVRUSHRSOHMXVWQHHGWRNQRZ
where it is located

INFRA S TR U C TU R E /A M E N IT IE S

Pedestrian & Bicycle
,PSURYHDFFHVVLELOLW\
o Remove sidewalk obstructions
o Sidewalks too narrow – widen
R +DQGLFDSDFFHVVLELOLW\GHÀFLHQW²FXUEUDPSVREVWUXFWLRQV
width, etc
6LGHZDON&RQQHFWLRQV
R /DFNRIVLGHZDONVLQVRPHDUHDVVSHFLÀFDOO\DURXQG3DUDGLVH
and Capital Plaza
o Walking routes are often indirect, lack of E-W connectivity
o Driveways and crosswalks are poorly marked in places, Paint!
Clearly mark curb cuts and crosswalks to help bike/ped
travelers
o Lack of pedestrian crossings
o Add sidewalks to Meridian, from 7th Ave to Tharpe St.
o Improve pedestrian crossings at “malfunction junction” –
maybe extend 8th Ave to Meridian as a bike/ped route
o Improve ped crossing from Lake Ella to west side of Monroe
St – install crosswalk/median, Pedestrian crossing at Lake
Ella Drive; patrons can use G.C. parking when not in use
o Glenview sidewalks needed to east and west together from
Meridian to Thomasville
o Better sidewalk connectivity from roads to shopping center
areas on Thomasville North sub-area.
7UDIÀFLPSDFWVWRELNHSHGPRELOLW\
,PSURYHGELNHSHGIDFLOLWLHVWRLPSURYHPRELOLW\
/DFNRIELNHODQHV QRURDGVOLVWHG %LNHODQHVODFNLQJ
2II5RDG&RQQHFWLRQV

o Trail connections through stormwater pond area between
Meridian, Glenview, and Bradford
o Trail connection from Glenview Dr. to E. Tharpe St./Lake Ella

AU T O M O TIVE

6SHHGRIWKDQGWK$YHQXHDQG*DGVGHQ6WGULYHUVRQRQHZD\
segments east of Thomasville Road.
7UDIÀFVSHHGVLQJHQHUDODUHWRRIDVW
&RORQLDO'ULYHFXWWKUXWKDWQHHGVPRUHWUDIÀFFDOPLQJPD\EH
more strategic on-street parking
+LJKWUDIÀFYROXPHVVSHHGVDQGGDQJHURXVGULYHUV
3DUNLQJDORQJ7KRPDVYLOOH5RDG
0DOIXQFWLRQMXQFWLRQ²WK0HULGLDQ7KRPDVYLOOH*DGVGHQ 
5HGXFHVSHHGVRQWKDQGWK$YHQXH
R 5HWXUQWRZD\WUDIÀF
o Remove on-street parking and replace with curb-separated
bike lanes to connect to TMH

OTHER

6WUDWHJLFFRQQHFWLRQVEHWZHHQSDUNV
&RQYHUWRUUHFODLPXQXVHGULJKWRIZD\VEDFNWRDXVHIXOSXUSRVH
0DNHVDIHUIRUFKLOGUHQWRPRYHDERXWGLVWULFW 
8WLOLWLHV
o Unsightly overhead utility lines
o Poor drainage at Thomasville/6th Avenue
o Street lights are lacking (2)
o Safe, well lit streets throughout district; use a consistent
WKHPHLQWKHOLJKWÀ[WXUHVRUWKHVDPHOLJKWSROHVWRIXUWKHU
identify district
o Pedestrian scale lighting is also important, not the 3 story tall
“cobra heads”
/DQGVFDSLQJ
o Landscaped medians along N. Monroe
o Provide street trees
o Monroe needs median, street trees, landscaping, etc. to
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making walking pleasant
R 7KRPDVYLOOH5RDGQHHGVVLGHZDONEXIIHUIURPWUDIÀFLH
street trees or parallel parking
o Street trees and sidewalks along Monroe Street; possible to
use CRA funds?
o Wider sidewalk and landscaping plan along backside of Los
Robles next to Thomasville Road

C IT Y D EPA R TMEN TA L FACILITATION

'LVWUDFWHGDQGRUVSHHGLQJGULYHUV  7UDIÀFWRRIDVW>3ROLFH
Public Works]
,QFUHDVHGLQÀOOGHQVLW\>3ODQQLQJ*URZWK0DQDJHPHQW@
%LNHUDFNVDWEXVVWRSVWRSURPRWH´ULGHULGHµRSWLRQV
>6WDU0HWUR@
([SDQG&5$IDoDGHLPSURYHPHQWJUDQWSURJUDPEH\RQG&5$
>&5$%&&&&@
0RUHDJJUHVVLYHO\DGYHUWLVH&5$SURJUDPV IXQGLQJ>&5$@
([SDQG&5$WRHDVWVLGHRI0RQURH6WUHHW>&5$%&&&&@
1HZSDUNDW'XYDOWK%URQRXJK²SRFNHWSDUNZLWKVHDWLQJ
VLPSOHSDWKV>3DUNV 5HF@
:KHQURDGZD\LPSURYHPHQWVDUHPDGHSXWXWLOLW\OLQHV
XQGHUJURXQG>8WLOLWLHV3XEOLF:RUNV@
3HGHVWULDQVDIHW\FDPSDLJQQHHGHG3URYLGH36$DERXWELNHSHG
VDIHW\>:&273ODQQLQJ3ROLFH@
1RULJKWWXUQVRQUHGDWELNHSHGKHDY\LQWHUVHFWLRQV>3XEOLF
Works]
5HHYDOXDWHWUDIÀFOLJKWWLPLQJ>3XEOLF:RUNV@
0RUHWUDQVLWIUHTXHQFLHVVKRXOGEHVXSSRUWHGE\FRPSDFWQHVV
RIWKHDUHD>6WDU0HWUR@
3URPRWHFRQYHUVLRQVRIHPSW\EXLOGLQJVWRQHZVSHFLDO
EXVLQHVVHV>&5$('&@
&RPPXQLW\JDUGHQLQJHIIRUWVLQWKHFLW\SDUNV>3DUNV 5HF@
/LWWHULQJDQGODFNRIFROOHFWLRQ>6ROLG:DVWH3DUNV 5HF@
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The citizen comments gathered during public workshops directed the tasks included in the Midtown Action Plan. While the action plan is
general in nature, the comments contained in the appendices will be used to direct future priority setting and infrastructure investments.

Strengths
 , VHH WKH DUHD HYHQWXDOO\ EHFRPLQJ D ´GHVWLQDWLRQµ IRU ORFDOV
and out of towners. I envision a pedestrian friendly area where
walking and cycling is inviting to the visitors. I also envision
neighborhoods, businesses and others working together for the
greater good of the area, to create a consensus and to try and
incorporate everyone’s ideas into a whole.
 7UDIILF LV YHU\ GDQJHURXV VRPH RI WKH FRPPHUFLDO EXVLQHVVHV
are unsightly and unkempt, some commercial businesses no
longer “seem in place” for the area and the direction the area is
heading. All these things probably adversely affect the area.
 7KHUH DUH DOO VRUWV RI WKLQJV WKDW DUH ZLWKLQ ZDONLQJ GLVWDQFH
or a bike ride away. i.e. movie theater, grocery store, gym,
bike shop, numerous restaurants and bars, lake ella, small
boutique stores on lake ella, police station (increased safety with
their presence).
9DULHW\RIVKRSV0LGWRZQLVEHFRPLQJWKHKRXUFHQWHURQFH
envisioned for Downtown and without substantial outlay of
government funds.
 , OLYH QHDUE\ DQG HQMR\ WKH PDQ\ EXVLQHVVHV DYDLODEOH ZLWKLQ
walking or bike riding distance of my home. The Lafayette Park
Neighborhood should be preserved. All our friends come to or
house and gush over our street, home and where we are located.
Our friends drive here and then always want to walk to dinner,
coffee, shopping, bars.
 6DIH IULHQGO\ SHGHVWULDQVL ZRXOG OLNH LW WR EH D OLWWOH VDIHU

ACTION PLAN

crossing over Gadsden and Thomasville...that pedestrian crossing
near Whataburger is a joke to most motorists. there needs to be
an actual stop light there before someone is killed i would love to
see park benches in Lafayette park
 7KH VWUHQJWK LV VHFXULW\ SURYLGHG E\ WKH VXUURXQGLQJ /DID\HWWH
Park Neighborhood proximity, making the area safer at night. What
needs protecting is the peaceful nature of the neighborhood, i.e.,
no loud music and adequate off-street parking to keep traffic,
esp. parking, out of the neighborhood.
 5HVWDXUDQWV EDUV 7KRPDVYLOOH 5G KDV VLGHZDONV DQG D ´VPDOO
scale character” that needs preservation.
+LVWRULFDOEXLOGLQJVEHDXWLIXOWUHHVDQGIULHQGO\SHRSOH
6PDOOHUVFDOHRIURDGZD\VVWLOOVRPHPDJQLILFHQWRDNVDQGIHZ
historic buildings, although we are losing both too quickly. Vibrant
night life!
 ,W·V DOUHDG\ QHDU UHVLGHQWLDO DUHDV DQG QHDU /DNH (OOD FHQWUDOO\
located for several neighborhoods.
 /RWV RI VKRSV DQG UHVWDXUDQWV PL[ RI UHQWDORZQHG KRXVLQJ ,
rent in this area and love it. It is also good that Publix is there.
 , ORYH P\ DSDUWPHQW DQG WKH QHLJKERUKRRG WKDW , OLYH LQ HYHQ
though my area mostly consists of apartments). It is relatively
quiet here. Lake Ella is my favorite spot in the city. I live north
of this area. I often walk there with my husband. This park was
the deciding factor on our decision to move into this apartment.
I would like to walk to some restaurants as well. However, the
sidewalks seem to end.
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/DNH(OODLVDJUHDWSODFHWRZDONDQGPHHWIULHQGV
 ZDONDELOLW\  WZR ODQH URDG  ORWV RI ROG EXLOGLQJ WKDW FDQ
be reused
 *UHDW FRPPHUFLDO SURSHUW\ LQ FORVH SUR[LPLW\ WR UHVLGHQWLDO
neighborhoods. As well as the close relation of each commercial
building to the next. This area is slowly becoming a great 18 hr.
area to enjoy in Tallahassee (I believe downtown still harbors
the greatest potential but in the six yrs. I’ve lived in Tallahassee
I’ve seen little if any improvements there, i.e. commercial
development, bars and restaurants).
:DONDEOHEXVLQHVVHVFXWHQHVV
6WUHQJWKVLQFOXGHWKHQXPEHUDQGYDULHW\RIUHWDLOHVWDEOLVKPHQWV
relatively close to downtown but in a more suburban setting.
Trees and vegetation are at a premium, we need to keep all we
can and expand the greenery if possible.

Weaknesses
 &URVVLQJ 7KRPDVYLOOH 5RDG DW :KDWDEXUJHU WR JHW WR VKRSV
at Midtown.
 )DLOXUH E\ FDUV WXUQLQJ ULJKW RQ 0RQURH WR \LHOG ULJKWRIZD\ WR
pedestrians at Monroe and 7th Lack of safe pedestrian crossing
between 7th and Tharpe on Monroe
1RVLGHZDONRQ*DGVGHQIURP,QJOHVLGHWRWK$YHQXH
,PSRVVLEOHWRNHHSPSKVSHHGOLPLWIURPWK$YHQXHWR%HWWRQ
,ULGHP\ELNHGDLO\WRZRUNDQGRQZHHNHQGVWR\RJD,WKLQNSDUWVRI
Monroe are very unattractive. I see many people try to cross Monroe
at the Publix entrance and it is very dangerous since there is no light.

Appendix
Cars still refuse to stop at the pedestrian crossing on Thomasville at
What-a-Burger. The sign to stop needs to be bigger.
DJDLQFURVVLQJWKHVWUHHWVIURPHDVWRI*DGVGHQLVGDQJHURXV
&URVVLQJ7KRPDVYLOOH5RDGLVOHWKDO&URVVLQJVQHHGWREHEHWWHUOLW
and signalized.
7RRPDQ\SDUNLQJSODFHVEHWZHHQDQGLQIURQWRIWKHEXLOGLQJV/DFN
RIVLGHZDONV/DFNRISHGHVWULDQFURVVLQJV/DFNRIWUDIÀFFDOPLQJ
measures. Private parking spaces that cannot be used in the
evenings. Lack of bicycle access and bicycle suitability.
WUDIÀFPRYLQJWRRIDVWRQ7KRPDVYLOOHVLGHZDONVWRRQDUURZDQGQRW
PDLQWDLQHGSDUNLQJKDUGWRÀQG
 /RRVLQJ VKDGH KLVWRULF RU XQLTXH EXLOGLQJV  SRLQWV LQWHUVHFWLRQ
WHUULEO\GHÀFLHQWIRUSHGHVWULDQVDVLVWKHVHFWLRQRI*DGVGHQVRXWK
of Chez Pierre with no sidewalk.
 7KH VSHHG RI WUDIÀF PDNHV LW XQSOHDVDQW DQG VRPHWLPHV VFDU\
FURVVLQJWKHVWUHHWV,NQRZRYHUÁRZSDUNLQJLVDQLVVXHIRU%HDUG6W
and noise from loud bands playing outside (not to be grouchy but it’s
hard to sleep when it sounds like the band is in your yard)
,URQLFDOO\WKHDUHDDURXQGWKHSROLFHVWDWLRQLVWKHPRVW´VNHWFK\µ,
walk around the area a lot, but I don’t like those particular blocks.
Monroe doesn’t have as many things to walk to, especially north
of 6th Ave. I wouldn’t want to walk around by the Circle K or that
nearby garage.
 7KH EXV V\VWHP GRHV QRW FRQYHQLHQWO\ OLQN WR )68 IURP 0HULGLDQ
Thus, I often do not take the bus. Many graduate students live in my
area. I’ve chatted with them and they also share my sentiment. Also,
,DPDIUDLGWRELNHDURXQG7DOODKDVVHHGXHWRWKHWUDIÀF7DOODKDVVHH

is not a large city. However, the drivers tend to drive like it is... I
see an accident take place at least every other day. I wish it was
easier for a pedestrian/bicyclist to walk from Meridian to Monroe
and actually cross Monroe. I could shop by bicycle then.
0LGWRZQVHHPVWRKDYHDUHDVWKDWDUHYHU\ZHOOSXWWRJHWKHUZLWKLQ
themselves. However, they lack supportive links between the areas.
For examples sideways end or simply do not exist and bike paths are
not supported.
3DUNLQJVRPHEXVLQHVVWRZLQJFDUV
 6LGHZDON OLJKWLQJ DQG SHGHVWULDQ FURVVLQJV , EHOLHYH WKHUH LV
only one marked pedestrian cross walk on Thomasville road within
midtown - there should be one on every corner with FLASHING
LIGHTS to warn drivers. And larger signs that force drivers to stop for
pedestrians. Tallahassee is a HORRIBLE city for walking and biking.
Additional signage is a must for people to feel safe. Further, cross
walks with signage/lighting need to be installed on Monroe street
at Sixth Street - especially with the additional businesses coming to
the west side of Monroe St near that intersection.
 38%/,& %86 67236 :K\ DUH WKHUH QRQH LQ PLGWRZQ RQ
Thomasville??????? I feel like there are many great restaurants and
bars in Tallahassee but there are so spread out - Gaines Street,
Midtown and the Strip. The only way to get to one from the other is
to drive or pay $$$$ for a cab ride. WHY DON’T BUSES DRIVE THIS
ROUTE? PEOPLE WOULD USE THIS. EVEN IF IT WAS ONLY FRIDAY
AND SATURDAY NIGHT. Tallahassee is the largest city I’ve lived in
where public buses don’t provide such a service - especially since
this town is so spread out.
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,IPLGWRZQLVWREHVXFFHVVIXOSHRSOHQHHGWRIHHOOLNHWKH\FDQJHW
to and from it safely while still enjoying themselves and feeling safe
while they are there. There needs to be an allowance for bars to
be in close proximity to one another. I was amazed when moving
KHUHWRÀQGRXWWKHWHUP´EDUKRSSLQJµPHDQWJRLQJWRRQHEDUWKHQ
driving to the next - simply because they are so far apart!!! WHY?
 &LWLHV OLNH *DLQHVYLOOH DQG 0DGLVRQ :LVFRQVLQ KDYH JUHDW  KU
districts where one can park there car at 8 or 9, go to dinner, watch
some music and get some drinks at a variety of bars without having
to DRIVE a half mile down the road.
6HDWWOH:$IUHHSXEOLFWUDQVSRUWDWLRQHYHU\ZKHUH'RZQWRZQ:K\
not establish a free public system between Gaines Street, Midtown
and the Strip? This would encourage so many more people to use
this town like it should be - safely.
%XVLQHVVHVWDNLQJXSVSDFHWKDWDUHQ·WLQWHUHVWLQJJRRGIRUZDONLQJ
to, businesses that haven’t invested in looking nice/nice landscaping
(e.g., Baskin Robbins)
:DONLQJDFURVVWKHEXVLHUVWUHHWVLVGDQJHURXV/DFNRISDUNLQJLVD
problem, especially along North Monroe Street.
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Appendix
Opportunities
:RUNRQVLGHZDONVDQGFURVVZDONVWKURXJKRXWDVELNHUDQGZDONHU
in the area, there are sidewalks with large obstructions (e.g. in
front of Waterworks, along 6th); areas that are scary to cross as a
pedestrian (anywhere on Gadsden). I think this area can be the life
of Tallahassee, our Virginia Highlands.
:HOOLGRQ·WWKLQNZHQHHGDQ\PRUHVLGHZDONVOLNHWKHQHZRQHRQ
,QJOHVLGHEHFDXVHWKHVWUHHWVDUHSHUIHFWO\ÀQHWRZDONRQLUHDOO\
wish we had some park benches in the park, it is rather ridiculous
that there aren’t any. We had one, but i guess it was just too scary
for law enforcement or something. So they took it away. I really really
need somewhere to sit, and i don’t want to just sit by the tennis
court. Benches on the streets would be nice, but i imagine that
could make homeowners tense.
 7KH SXEOLF VSDFHV QHHG WR EH DUFKLWHFWXUDOO\ FRRUGLQDWHG LH
signage, pavement materials, landscaping and other visual elements
(lighting) need to be planned to enhance the mid-town identity.
6KDUHGSDUNLQJEHKLQGEXVLQHVVHV&DIH·VZLWKJDUGHQVDQGVWUHHWVLGH
tables, Free trolley service. Bicycle friendly streets. Narrow lanes
on Monroe and create more room for bicycles and pedestrians.
More crossings.
,MXVWWKLQNLW·VDJUHDWSODFHWRKDQJRXWRQO\SUREOHPLVSDUNLQJDQG
walking around - sidewalks too narrow and overgrown. some older
businesses need to clean up their lots.
0RUHWUHHVSRUFKHVGRJIULHQGO\PXVLF
 75((6 WUHHV WUHHV 2XU FOLPDWH GRHV QRW OHQG LWVHOI WR SOHDVDQW
walking/biking in the warmer months but shade on the sidewalks
would help immensely. Little bits of green space where ever it can

EHÀWLQHYHQLIRQO\DIHZIHHWVTXDUH/LWWOHIRXQWDLQVWXFNHGRII
the sidewalk here and there so walkers can cool their feet, dogs
can get a drink, kids can play a bit (just little burbling water not
necessarily a big showy fountain or big spray). Making crosswalks
REYLRXV6ORZLQJWUDIÀF HVSHFLDOO\RQ*DGVGHQ
 1LFHU VLGHZDONV RQ 0RQURH ODQGVFDSLQJ DW WKH SOD]D Z
the sushi place and urban threads. I’m sure they’re great
businesses, but not too inviting. More lights in some
places at night.
 0RUH SDUNV VR IDPLOLHV FRXOG FRPH SLFQLF 2XWGRRU WKHDWHU WR
encourage plays. Nature center Sidewalks/bike lanes
 %HWWHUXVHRISDUNV VLGHZD\VDQGELNHSDWKVWKDWOLQNDUHDV 
outdoor theatre 3)outdoor nature center 5) more picnic/grilling
areas 6)a Center Square where business and individuals could
gather after work.
3ODFHXWLOLW\OLQHVXQGHUJURXQGGRDZD\ZLWKELOOERDUGV
 0RUH RXWGRRU VHDWLQJ IRU UHVWDXUDQWV QLFHU ODQGVFDSLQJ DURXQG
EXVLQHVVHV WUDIÀF VORZLQJSHGHVWULDQ FURVVLQJV PRUH RULHQWHG
towards pedestrians, easier to get across major streets in area
(Gadsden, Thomasville, intersection at 6th and Thomasville)
 $Q\WKLQJ WKDW KHOSV WR SURPRWH WKH ZDONDELOLW\ RI WKLV DUHD ZRXOG
be a help. Well-marked pedestrian crossings across Monroe and
Thomasville are needed. Zoning should be more inclusive to include
D YDULHW\ RI XVHV HVSHFLDOO\ ¶RXW RI WKH RUGLQDU\· XVHV VXFK DV
commercial allowances for residential structures and “mother-inlaw” additions to homes.
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Threats
7KLVDUHDLVDGHVWLQDWLRQEXWLWLVQRWWKH´HQGRIWKHOLQHµ6KRXOG
QRW UHGXFH ODQHV RI WUDIÀF IRU 6WDU0HWUR DQGRU ELNH ODQHV
Historic Preservation efforts might restrict people wanted to
open businesses.
,WFDQEHFRPHRYHUUXQZLWKFDUVDVEXVLQHVVHVJURZDQGSRSXODULW\
continues. I think Lafayette Park Neighborhood should be preserved
as a Historical Designation. Developers, when the market returns,
will want to develop the area and mostly don’t care about preserving
the scale and history. Things like the sidewalk on Ingleside should
be historically correct and not stuck in the road like we are in the
suburbs! No sidewalk is better than an ugly one.
<HVQRLVHDQGYLVLWRUVSDUNLQJLQWKHVXUURXQGLQJQHLJKERUKRRGGXH
to inadequate off-street parking requirements. The light commercial
atmosphere is great, too much intense development will make it
less user friendly.
7UDIÀF5RDGZLGHQLQJ&KDLQVWRUHVDQGUHVWDXUDQWV
 7UDIÀF KDV EHHQ DQG ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR NLOO WKH DUHD <RX FDQ·W ZDON
your dog or child down Thomasville without the threat of being
run over.
 7UDIÀF QRLVH FRQFHUQV RI YLDELOLW\ RI KLVWRULF WUHHV LQ SDUN
along roadways.
7KHWUHQGVHHPVWREHIRUSULPDULO\UHVWDXUDQWVDQGEDUVWRORFDWH
in midtown and while a nice variety of those close by is very nice,
more and more will add to the parking woes. If there’s some way
to encourage variety. There’s also not much that would attract
neighborhood families to stroll over with their kids.
 , DP ZRUULHG DERXW WKH FDQRS\ WUHHV :RXOG UHGHYHORSPHQW HQWDLO
that these trees be cut down? I would like to keep midtown family

Appendix
friendly and not turn into a large parking lot. As more businesses
come in that may be a concern.
 &XWWLQJ GRZQ FDQRS\ WUHHV .HHS 3DUNLQJ /RWV RXWV 3OHDVH
make midtown pedestrian friendly by keeping huge amounts
RIWUDIÀFRXW
1HHGWRNHHSWKHEXLOGLQJKLJKWRWZRVWRU\RUPD[RIWKUHHVWRULHV
VRSHRSOHFDQZDONXSDQGGRZQWRWKHYDULRXVÁRRUVWRNHHSWKH
intimate feeling to the neighborhood
,ZRXOGKDWHWRVHHPLGWRZQEHFRPHHQJXOIHGE\´)68VWXIIµLZRXOG
like to see to move in the artsy 18-hr direction.

Other Comments
 :RXOGOLNHWRUHVWRUHQRUWKERXQGODQHRQ0HULGLDQDWWK
 , DP JODG WR VHH WKH JURZWK RI PLGWRZQ  , WKLQN LW QHHGV WR EH
controlled growth, with an eye toward preserving history, scale,
and uniqueness. That is what visitors enjoy. Often the business
community overlooks these concerns and the city fails to protect
us, siding with growth and business. In the long run, the value of
this area will increase if growth is controlled and some standards
are met.
 .HHSWKHQHLJKERUKRRGDWPRVSKHUHE\SUHVHUYLQJWKHH[LVWLQJRIÀFH
residential structures and keep it neighborhood friendly in terms of
any adverse impact on the surrounding neighborhood communities,
/DID\HWWH3DUNDQG/RV5REOHVHVSWUDIÀFDQGQRLVH
 7KHSDUNLQJLQWKHVW\OHDW0LGWRZQ0DQRULVDQLPSURYHPHQWRYHU
parking around stores. Centralized parking will be a must
 , DSSUHFLDWH WKDW \RXU NH\LQJ RQWR VHQVH RI SODFH DQG WKDW HDFK
is unique. Can’t wait to see how we might make Market Street
into a place.
 ,I , FRXOG RQO\ UHFRPPHQG RQH WKLQJ LW ZRXOG EH WUHHV WR VKDGH
the sidewalks.
 *UHDW DUHD RI WRZQ 7KDQNV IRU \RXU KDUG ZRUN 0D\EH EXVHV RU
trolleys between the weekend hotspots, i.e. midtown, railroad
square, downtown (if downtown gets a little more popular)
 , DP SUHWW\ KDSS\ ZLWK WKLV DUHD , ZLVK WKH EXV URXWH ZDV PRUH
accessible to FSU. Perhaps there could be a program to educate
the apartment dwellers on how to have balcony home gardens. This
would beautify some the apartments.
 $OVRGRDEHWWHUMREDWPDNLQJVXUYH\VOLNHWKLVPRUHSXEOLF,ZDV
emailed this from a friend - i live in midtown and would hate to have
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PLVVHG DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VSHDN P\ PLQG 3HUKDSV VRPH ÁLHUV LQ
midtown would have been nice?
 ,KDYHDQLGHDIRUVKXWWLQJGRZQ7KRPDVYLOOHURDGRQZHHNHQGQLJKWV
or 1 weekend night in summer and late spring, early fall, when it’s
nice out, and having it be a pedestrian area - with restaurants being
allowed to spill their seating onto the road and vendors, etc.
2SSRVHGWRWKHSURSRVHGELNHURXWHRQ:LOVRQ6WUHHWEHFDXVHWKLV
street is dangerous for cyclists and pedestrians during the peak
morning and evening hours, and because the road has traffic
calming which may hinder cyclists. Suggest another street one
block over be used for the bike route instead.
1HZVLGHZDONVVKRXOGUHVSHFWKLVWRULFSDWWHUQRIQHLJKERUKRRG
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Appendix
APPENDIX D: WORKING GROUP PROPOSALS
The citizen comments gathered during public workshops directed the tasks included in the Midtown Action Plan. While the action plan is
general in nature, the comments contained in the appendices will be used to direct future priority setting and infrastructure investments.
 ,QFHQWLYHV RU WD[ EUHDNV IRU XUEDQ UHQRYDWLRQV WR H[LVWLQJ
buildings, thus making them address the street with front plazas
replacing parking.
 6WUHHW FORFNV DW VWUDWHJLF SHGHVWULDQ LQWHUVHFWLRQV &RXOG EH D
branding element.
&LUFXODWRUWRSURYLGHWUDQVLWVHUYLFHDURXQGPLGWRZQDQGGRZQWRZQ
at night, and support by establishing small park+ride sites.
 :DONLQ PRYLH QLJKW VKRXOG URWDWH DPRQJ QHLJKERUKRRG SDUNV
throughout the 4 seasons, with the holiday films viewed in
a centralized spot (5th Ave) where all neighborhoods can
come together.
3HDUO'LVWULFWRI3RUWODQG25ZDLYHGSURSHUW\WD[HVIRUEXVLQHVVHV
willing to occupy first floor retail space in mixed-use structures.
Possible to spur redevelopment in Midtown?
*DVOLJKWLQJWREUDQG0LGWRZQDQGDFFHQWXDWHSHGHVWULDQRULHQWHG
areas, such as major intersections or a future 5th Ave Plaza.
 0DUNHWLQJ SODQ VKRXOG LQFRUSRUDWH PXOWLSOH SOD\HUV 00$ &LW\
Chamber, etc.
 :LGHU VLGHZDONV VKRXOG EH SURYLGHG RQ FURVV VWUHHWV EHWZHHQ
Monroe and Thomasville.
 %DQQHUV LQ WKH GLVWULFW FRXOG KLJKOLJKW WKH VXEGLVWULFWV ZLWKLQ
Midtown; Lake near Lake Ella, Wellness near TMH, Monroe along
Monroe Street, etc.
&DQ:&27UXQVSRWVRQWKHXUEDQYLEUDQF\RI0LGWRZQ"
 +HOS IRUPHU ´3HDFH LQ WKH 3DUNµ HYHQW VKLIW WR 0LGWRZQ WK
Avenue closure.

.5XQWRFHOHEUDWH0LGWRZQDQG70+&DQFHU&HQWHU1HHG*:7&
assistance and set date; possibly April 9th.
 8VH &LW\ ¶7UHH %DQN· IXQGV WR FUHDWH WUHH FDQRS\ DQG HQVXUH
proper maintenance through an “adopt-a-tree” program.
7KRPDVYLOOH5RDGQHHGOHVVO\ZLGHQVWRODQHVQHDUWKH&DSLWDO
and Miracle 5 Plazas, and there is a need for additional parking
at the plazas. On-street parking should be added and one lane
removed from Colonial to Betton.
 &RPPXQLW\ DZDUHQHVV FDPSDLJQ E\ 00$ 1$V DQG &LW\ EDVHG
on English “20 is Plenty” approach.
 7KRPDVYLOOH 5RDG UHFRQILJXUHG WR SURYLGH RQVWUHHW SDUNLQJ
between Calhoun and 6th Ave. The travel lanes should meander,
with parallel parking alternating from east to west sides of
the road.
0DVWOLJKWLQJVWXG\RIHQWLUHDUHDLVQHHGHG
 3XEOLF3ULYDWH SDUWQHUVKLS WR FUHDWH FHQWUDO SDUNLQJ VWUXFWXUH
that allows land owners to maximize development potential and
waive parking requirements.
,QFHQWLYHDSSURDFKWRJHWEXVLQHVVHVWRUHPRYH0RQURH6W
back-out parking in exchange for wider sidewalk and street trees
~ Reward those that want to play the game!
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,VSDUDOOHOSDUNLQJSRVVLEOHDORQJ0RQURH6WUHHW"
 :RUN ZLWK EXVLQHVVHV WR VLJQ SDUNLQJ ORWV WKDW DUH DYDLODEOHIRU
night use.
$FRUQOLJKWVDUHSUHIHUUHGWRUHSODFHFREUDKHDGVLQWKHIXWXUH
6WUHHWVLJQGHVLJQXQLTXHWRQHLJKERUKRRG
6ORJDQ´0LGWRZQ«DZDONDEOHZDONLQJFRPPXQLW\µ
0LGWRZQORJRVWDPSHGLQWRVLGHZDONVDWJDWHZD\VWRWKHGLVWULFW
/DQGVFDSHDQGUHSXUSRVHWKHZHGJHRIODQGDWWKDQG*DGVGHQ
+ROGYLVLRQVHVVLRQRUGHVLJQFRPSHWLWLRQIRUIXWXUHSDUNDWWK
Duval/Bronough.
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